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Modern Education Kills
It Makes Us Unfit To Live

By Edwin A. Locke

Andy Bro\rn. the thkd generaion in a timily ol piloc, \ras excited. This wis his firsl t$t in a flighrsinutaror rn
which he wus lo be copilot of. coinmercial airline.. He ielt go(Xl ubour hinsell becsusc unlikc his farher und
Srandfathe., he had gonc to schools which had practiced the most nDdem principles ofeducarn)n.

The simulated hkeofffronChicago wa$ routjne untilrhe simulared chjcipilor suddenly died ofahcaaalhck.
Andy imm€diately cllled the nearest flight cenler. and they advised him ro rcluh roChjcago rarhcrlhan prcceerl Lo
Denver, the planned destinntion. Andy thought uboul it tor u minuleand rhen bccane angry. Who were rhcy ro tcll him
\rhar ro do? He iad becn tlughL since rhe firsl gmde ro defy any luthofiry figures, includinS his purents, who kied ro
''lm,r" h'( frccdom ofe\pre)ron. Hc dccided lo kcep gornS

Hc proceded to pbt the cou.s€ to Denver, bur he was forced to do irbyhand, bqcaus€ the comDltcr had a sjmulded
mlltunction. At this poinl he strncd ro f€el a lill{ uneasyt he had bcen educat.d eirh ,fuzzy marh,'which glvc iUl
crcdit for wrcng aswc6 itlou semed ro ixl lbllo\red the 'right nerhod." Compurarion, ofcourF was p!ss6, bul he
ried lo fig!rc it out "approximatcly." Hc di4not wory about exacritude, b.c.!se every tcachcrhe had ever hrd in
shooldd collcgE hl|d assurcd him that "you cnnnotbe cenuin olunythinS.'

Soon thc plnne ontered a simulated srorm systcm. and Andy vas now ioru€d lo ny solclyby insrrunents. This was
getting difficull, and Andy started to t!.lrcsntmcnt. After all, in schoolbc had nev* been held to lbsoturc srandards.
I! h. iail.d arcst, hc was always allowed ro rake ir orer unrilhcgor qgood grade. This wls so thIlt his s€tf-esrccm
would norbe tlreatened. He looked down at his instrumenh butnnfied ro Ic€lconfused.

Onc otthe itfstruh.nh was lab.led "attitudc" and anorher "alrirudc." H€ dways had rrcublc distinguishing simila!
words. bccausc hc hud bccn trained to rcad by th€ whole word mcthod mth€rrhan by phonics. The terch.rs wcr. hlppy
ii hc got thc 'general idea" of*hat a word w.s. Spclling, ofcourse, was !l$ pl}ssd.

At lhis point ADdy Icll thc nccd for feassurance. He had !)w!ys work€d in groups at school. tn many courscs, groups
cvcn took the exams as a unit. He had ne!$becn hcld individually responsiblc iof 0nyrhing. Urhcrc wlls a prohlem, it
vas somconc cls'sjob to lix ir. But lh€rc was no one in rhe plunc to consult - only 250 simutnred pusscngcB whosc
'livcs" depcndcd on hh skiU andjudgment.

Indesperation Andy called a contmlccntcr, but sjmulated staric from theslorm made a good connection impossiblc.
He pull€d out the nighl manuok for hclp, but they were very long nd look€d l€rdbty complicnted. H€ had nol rc0lly
studied them as he was supposed to. ln school,hc ncvcr hrd to actually rcad atextbook. Class rcriods rnd enms onen
conshled of the etudeit$ orprdNing thcir tceljngs abour rhe reache^ tecliDss aboul rhc mlcd r1. Bendcs, some oi thc
words in th€ manuals were long, and hehrd not seen rbembeforc.

Andy's clrcfully cultivsrcd illusion of 's€lf-e$tern - bdscd on a lifelime of hrving mer no srmddrds. hJv ing
.cquirEd no kno*lcdge, ql)d havinr answcrcd Do qucstions requiring an objeclively conecr lnswcr- be8m ro crumhtc
when contionted h'y an inexorablc - cven ifsimulal€d - rculiry that could norbc iskcd. The realjzalbn stowly hit
hih that his self'esle€m was a sham and lh!t, in iact, hc was unlir ro funcrion in rhe real wortd. Tca6 besd ro $!cam
down hh tace, ard he *as stitl crying l0 minutes lats when lheplane cmshed inro r mounr nn perr< -i t0ttmitcs

Andy had "mast.red" the corc principl$ of modem education r@ well. His tlrhq and grandfathef had been
edu.ated lhe old-larhioned *ay. They rcspecled their reachers, beause their teachers raught rhem somethin& rhey
hught lhcm to read using phonicsi $ey taught then facts dd howto think using facts. The rolrchers had standards
(including the use olDroper spelling, granmcr sld punctuarion), and tle studenls had ro meel rhese srrndrds. Thero
was a right answerto every math problern, and you hadbetterfigure it out on yourown. and yduhad berLer De suru,
dd it didnt matr€r ho* you felt.

No, this is.ol a true s|ory aDd Andy would norBerljoh wift rhe antines - roday. But oursociety is rapidlybeing
popularcd with Andy Browns. The Bodern educalos chickers de coming home to roost. If rhey become doD nan! rn
otrr society it will pcnshjust likc Andy\ 250 simulat€d p.rsengeB only the crllsh this timc willbe real.
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